Our Guatemalan Adoption Story

It is funny how God always has a plan for you. And it's not always what you had in mind. My husband, Russ and I had been through two years of infertility, when we became pregnant with our son, Jakob. He was a preemie and needed open heart surgery.  His first two years of life were very tough, we spent a lot of time in the hospital.  Once he was better we started the infertility stuff again.  We went through a lot, and decided not to continue with infertility treatments.  It is such an emotional rollercoaster.

We began our adventure by looking into domestic adoption, but they told us the wait would be seven years or longer, we couldn't wait that long. So we decided to look into doing foster care. A week after we were licensed we got our first foster child, a little girl, 11 months old. She was with us for six months when she was returned home. I thought I was prepared for this as we had a great relationship with mom. But I was taken by surprise later that night, when I began to cry and couldn't stop. I felt a huge emptiness. It didn't help that Russ had gone to the cabin to help with some remodeling.

 I turned to God and prayed, asking what we were suppose to be doing to have that larger family.  I woke up the next morning and I knew what it was!! We were to adopt internationally. WOW, we hadn't even given that a thought!  So I spent most of the day on the computer, researching countries and agencies.  By the time my husband came home, I had so much info for him. He was a good sport and jumped on the idea immediately.

 We didn't know if we could financially afford it, but I just knew this was the right thing to be doing. We chose WPA for our agency, and when the paperwork came it was a little scary. It seemed so expensive and we really thought it wasn't going to happen. 

 Well, we were having a garage sale in May and I said to my husband, if we make enough to cover the application fee, then we know that we are doing the right thing.   Guess what?  We made $5 more that the application fee.  So, in May of 2004, the process began. 

 We decided that we wanted to adopt a baby girl from Guatemala.  In Nov 2004, our coordinator called to let us know that there where 6 baby boys that needed homes, she didn't have to ask us twice, we accepted. After all, you don't have a choice when you get pregnant.

 We got his referral Dec 3, 2004 and he was BEAUTIFUL. I couldn't stop smiling and crying.  His DNA testing was done almost immediately, and we thought we would have him home soon. Well, we got caught up a few places and our son, Joshua didn't come home until July 28th, 2005, but the wait was worth it. It's just like they tell you, you forget all about the long wait as soon as that baby is in your arms.

 I can't thank our coordinator, Jeanette enough. She was wonderful and always willing to talk when I was frustrated with things.  She really helped us stay on track and keep our focus. Thanks, Jeanette!  

So that is our story, God works in mysterious ways, but he knows what is the right thing for each and every family.  Russ and I still want to have more children, but while we wait to see what God has in store for us, we will sit back and enjoy our boys. It has been an unbelievable experience and we SO want to do it again!! A BIG thank you to WPA for making our dreams come true!! Joshua is the perfect addition to our family.
